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Dining By Design, in Style and for Charity 

 
Dining By Design, an annual charity thingie that plops society types down to dine 

among phantasmagoric table settings, is a reliable showcase of ingenuity with a 

serious tranny undercurrent (John Waters did a table once; Amanda Lepore w as a 

table once). This year, DBD's tenth, there was a palpable sense of overdrive in the 

West Chelsea event space: Most table designers were piling on feathers, antlers, 

holograms, lenticulars, fruit hats, and drag queens with corporate-sponsored 

abandon. On the tamer end, Ralph Lauren erected a mosquito-netted gazebo. 

Disney's table recalled, curiously, a boardroom. Nautica went with the oh-my-God-

we're-on-a-yacht theme. In a slight faux pas, the Cole&Garrett and Lexus tables 

used the exact same chairs. 
 


